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   Currently, as this edition of the “Hue & Cry” is 
being printed, President Geoff & his wife Heather 
are enjoying themselves, relaxing, recharging their 
batteries, soaking up the sunshine & taking in the 
scenery on the Hawaiian beaches. 
 
The month of March, even though it went very 
quickly was once again a busy month with all our 
regular members participating in one or more of 
our scheduled events.  The Police & Fire Games 
kept many of us very busy & there is a separate 
report with photos on Pages 10 & 11 of this      
edition.   
 
Our Museum tours are becoming very popular  
with several larger groups wishing to join us not 
only for morning or afternoon tea but also a BBQ 
lunch. We now have bookings through to         
September 2008.  Last Thursday week 23.3.07 
saw a new record set, when on the one day we 
took seven bookings.  This is placing a strain on 
some of members who help out with every visit & 
we would, therefore, be grateful for any member 
who would like to volunteer their  assistance either 
as a tour guide or  to help out with refreshments. 
 
Thursday the 29th March saw Fleet 192, a  Holden 
VN V8 Executive sedan, originally purchased by 
SAPOL on 3.4.1990 & used  & driven by our own 
Rex Greig on Highway    Patrol some time back.  
It never really left the Police because when it was 
sold by SAPOL two members Sonia Conaghty &      
husband Neil purchased it & had it in their        
possession until last week, when they donated the 
vehicle to the Society & I had the privilege of   
signing the transfer papers.  A big thank you goes 
to the Conaghty family.  
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Next  meeting,   
4th May 2007 

 
SPEAKER:   

 
Peter Stephenson 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Contemporary 
Events in Iraq 
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From the Register 18.2.1903 
 

A SUGGESTION FROM THE DOCK 
 
George Brown, aged 37 years, who is a hardened offender, 
appeared before Mr. Justice Bouscaut at the Criminal Court 
on Tuesday morning on two charges of larceny at          
Thebarton & Adelaide; one of receiving goods stolen from 
St. John’s Church, Adelaide & one of being convicted of a 
felony at Albury, New South Wales.  The man pleaded 
guilty all round, & when asked whether he had anything to 
say, he remarked “The First Offenders Act has not worked 
very well”  His Honor – No it has not.  (Laughter)  The 
Prisoner – Well I suggest that your Honor should discharge 
me under the Old Offenders Act . (Laughter)  It has never 
been tried & may do some good.  His Honor – I would 
sooner give you life.  You have been a licensed villain for 
years in this & other States, & now you make the most 
amazing impolite request that was ever put to a Judge.  It 
shows in a high degree what a bold brazen man you are 
(laughter)  Eight years with hard labour !! 

     
The oldest surviving tree planted by royalty in Australia is in 
South Australia, but not in the Botanical Gardens, not along 
North Terrace nor is it in any of the Parklands. 
 
   Would you believe, it still stands today on the corner of   
Daranda Terrace & Luard Street in Milang on the shores of 
Lake Alexandrina. 
 
   It was planted by the Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Alfred on 
November 11 1867. 
 
   Our two lakes are named after the Prince’s parents,           

Alexandrina & Albert 
   He was born in 1844 & 
died in 1900, aged 56 years, 
& was aged 23 years when 
he visited Milang. 
   The Adelaide Hills were 
alight with huge bonfires to 
mark his arrival in Adelaide 
& as he traveled to Milang 

by coach he took control of the reins at Strathalbyn under the 
escort of the Milang 2nd Cavalry led by Captain J. Rankine & 
Cornet (junior officer) Gollan. 
 
   The historical cannon, which was the same as was on the 
HMS Buffalo was fired in respect by the ten officer in charge 
of the  Milang Police Station, Mr. Dann. 
   The Prince & his entourage then crossed the lake on the Pad-
dle Steamer “Queen” to McBeath’s landing at Point McLeay 
for a corroboree & on to Campbell Park for a hunting trip.  
   The cannon was eventually moved from Tod’s Hill to the  
Memorial Park when the president of the park committee, Mr. 
E.A. Dunk in 1938 had it mounted on a base where it still 
stands today. 
  The willow tree is still in fine shape & is 139 years old. 
 
 
 
Ray has advised that he is aware of some of the background of 
Mounted Constable Dann of Milang, who is mentioned in this 
article.  He was a former seaman before joining SAPOL.  This 
probably accounts for his familiarity with & selection to fire 
the cannon in honour of the Duke of Edinburgh.  He was also 
required by the Commissioner of the day to visit the aboriginal 
settlement at Point McLeay once weekly.  To do this he had to 
sail a small boat on his own, across Lake Alexandrina, which 
could be a hazardous undertaking at times.  His prior          
experience as a seaman would obviously have assisted in this 
task. 
 

The following article appeared in the 
(Strathalbyn ) Southern Argus and was 
sent to us by Member  Former Deputy 

Commissioner Ray Killmier  
 

Would  You  
Believe 
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� � � “Twas Anzac Day in Sydney every heart was full of joy 
   And  Every girl who had no Yank was there to see her boy 
                                            Curtin stood on the Town Hall steps with Blamey by his side 
   Taking the salute as each Division passed, announcing then with pride. 
       
   First there came the Gallant 6th—of their deeds you all will know 
   In Libya they made their name, filling Musso up with woe …. 
   In Greece and Crete they met the Hun and went through bloody Hell: 
   There’s not so many of them left for most lie where they fell.  
 
   Then came the Lucky 7th, for that’s what they really are - 
   They didn’t see much fighting except for Syria ….. 
     
   Then passed the 8th from Singapore, they got them from the Japs 
    For a ton and a half of scrap iron and a couple of worn out maps. 
 
    The last file passed, the cheering waned, the crowd looked down the street 
    The Parade was now quite finished, no sound of marching feet. 
    Then a sudden roar broke out—the air and buildings shook: 
   “WHERE’S THE 9TH DIVISION—THE HEROES OF TOBRUK??..”  
 
    Curtin turned to Blamey; his hand shook on the mike,  
   “I can’t tell them, Tom:”  he said “You tell them if you like” 
 
    The General walked to the microphone with firm and martial tread: 
   “I’ll tell you the whole sad story” in solemn voice he said: 
 
    “We clean forgot the 9th Division, way back in ‘42: 
    They slipped right out of memory, we had so much to do 
    But last year—1950—I went to the Middle East 
    To hold another Inspection e’re the war had ceased … 
 
     And instead of a bunch of soldiers, I found a lot of Wogs: 
    Each with his little olive grove, his donkey and his dogs; 
    They’re wearing baggy trousers and speak a funny tongue, 
    They  greeted us with friendly shouts and cries of “Salum Whyle Cum?”. 
 
   They do each other’s washing, sell oranges and eggs 
   Each has his Blint and several kids and each for Buckshee begs 
   They drink their home brewed Arak and like their home brewed beer - 
    And now that we have found them, we’ll bring them back next year…. 
 
   In the march next Anzac Day we’ll put them in Parade … 
   Their Blints, their camels, sheep and dogs and all the kids they have… 
   It’ll be the BIGGEST of all Parades that ever has been seen: 
   THE A.I.F. COMPLETE AGAIN WITH …. THE BOYS OF ALAMEIN…!!! 
  
Tom decided not to comment on it ..  But advised us that (Blint = Wife) 
�
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